All About Lions

Lions are large, powerful animals that belong to the cat family. They are known as one of the
strongest animals in the world. Many people call them the “King of the Jungle,” even though
they do not actually live in jungles. Lions mostly live in the warm grasslands and savannas of
Africa. These wide, open spaces give them plenty of room to hunt, explore, and rest. Lions are
famous for their loud roar, which can be heard from as far as eight kilometers away.

Male lions are easy to recognize because they have a big, thick mane around their neck. Their
manes can be golden, brown, or even black. The mane makes the male lion look bigger and
helps protect him during fights. Female lions, called lionesses, do not have manes. They are
smaller but very fast and strong. Baby lions, called cubs, are born with light brown fur covered
in tiny spots. These spots help them hide from danger and slowly fade as they grow older.

Lions are one of the few types of big cats that live together in groups. A group of lions is
called a pride. A pride usually has several lionesses, their cubs, and one or more male lions.
Lionesses do most of the hunting. They work together in teams to catch animals like zebras,
buffaloes, and antelopes. Male lions protect the pride from danger and other animals. Even
though lions are skilled hunters, they spend most of their day resting. In fact, lions can sleep
for sixteen to twenty hours every day.

Today, lions need protection to survive. Their habitats are shrinking because people build
farms, roads, and towns on the land where lions used to live. When this happens, lions lose
places to hunt and raise their cubs. Many wildlife groups and national parks are working hard
to protect lions. They create safe areas where lions can live without danger. Saving lions helps
keep nature healthy and balanced for all living things.
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Why are lions often called the “King of the Jungle”?

What special feature helps you identify a male lion?

Why do lionesses work together when hunting?

What are baby lions called, and why do they have spots?

Why do lions need protection in the wild today?

True or False :

Lions mostly live in the grasslands and savannas of Africa.
Lionesses have large manes just like male lions.

Lions can sleep up to sixteen to twenty hours a day.

A group of lions is called a herd.

Wildlife groups and parks help protect lions and their habitats.
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