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‘What ia the Spirit of Giving?

The Spirit of Giving is at the heart of Christmas celebrations around the world, but its meaning goes far beyond
presents wrapped in colorful paper. At its core, giving is about recognizing someone else’s needs and choosing
to help, even when it requires time, effort, or personal sacrifice. Many people discover that the greatest gifts
are not bought in stores—they are acts of kindness that bring joy, comfort, and hope to others. When people
give without expecting anything in return, they strengthen their communities and build connections that last
far longer than the holiday season.

Throughout history, the idea of giving has appeared in winter traditions long before modern Christmas customs
existed. Families and villages used to share food, firewood, and warm clothing with neighbors who had less,
especially during harsh winters. These acts weren’t done for celebration but for survival; giving meant that the
entire community could face the cold months together. Over time, these practices grew into traditions of
charity, generosity, and goodwill—values that continue to shape how we understand the Spirit of Giving today.
In modern times, the Spirit of Giving shows up in many forms. Volunteers serve meals at shelters, children
donate toys to those in need, and families participate in community drives to support others during the
holidays. Giving doesn'’t always require money; sometimes it means offering time, sharing a skill, or simply
listening to someone who feels alone. Even small actions can have a large impact, reminding people that
compassion can be a gift just as meaningful as any present under a tree.

Most importantly, the Spirit of Giving teaches that kindness is not limited to one season. When people practice
generosity throughout the year—helping classmates, supporting family members, or showing patience and
empathy—they spread light into the world in many small but powerful ways. The true Spirit of Giving is a
reminder that every person has the ability to make life a little better for someone else.
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Open-Ended Questions :

1-What does the passage suggest is the true meaning of giving?

2-How did early winter traditions influence modern ideas about generosity?

3-According to the passage, why can small acts of giving have a large impact?

4-What are some examples of how people show the Spirit of Giving today?

5-Why does the passage say the Spirit of Giving should last beyond the holiday season?
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Multiple-Choice Questions (5)

6-The passage states that the greatest gifts are often:
a) The most expensive items

b) Acts of kindness

c) Handmade decorations

d) Holiday meals

7-in early winter traditions, giving was important because:
a) It helped communities survive difficult winters

b) It was part of a competition

c) People wanted to impress neighbors

d) It was required by law

8-Which modern example best represents the Spirit of Giving?
a) Buying gifts for yourself

b) Competing to have the biggest tree

c) Donating toys to children in need

d) Decorating your house with lights

9-According to the passage, giving does NOT have to involve:
a) Money

b) Time

c) Skills

d) Listening

10-The main idea of the passage is that the Spirit of Giving:
a) Is only important on Christmas Day

b) Should be practiced year-round

c) Is mostly about exchanging gifts

d) Is fading from modern traditions
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Answer Key
Open-Ended Answers (sample responses)
1-True giving means helping others without expecting anything in return and recognizing others’ needs.
2-Early traditions involved sharing resources for survival, influencing today’s values of generosity and charity.
3-Small acts can impact others emotionally, socially, or practically, creating positive change.
4-Examples include volunteering, donating toys, helping at shelters, or offering time and support.
5-Because kindness and generosity are important for building strong, caring communities all year long.
Multiple Choice

1.b

2.a

3.c

4.a

5.b
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