
 Twelve-year-old Aria loved winter more than any other season. She enjoyed the sparkle of fresh
snow, the sound of carolers in the town square, and the scent of cinnamon drifting from the
bakery on her street. But this December felt different. Her school hallways were filled with
stressed teachers, tired students, and people who seemed too busy to notice one another.
One frosty afternoon, as Aria walked home from school, she found something unusual—a silver
snowflake charm lying in the snow. When she picked it up, a cool tingling spread through her
fingers. The charm flashed once, and suddenly, soft whispers filled her ears.
“I wish someone cared how lonely I am…”
 “I hope my parents stop arguing…”
 “I’m scared to fail the winter concert…”
Aria spun around, startled. No one was there, yet she could still hear the quiet worries coming
from all around her. She soon realized the truth—the charm wasn’t ordinary. It allowed her to hear
the hidden worries and fears of people nearby.
At first she felt overwhelmed. How could one person help so many? But she quickly decided she
would try, one person at a time.
The next day at school, she overheard the anxious thought of Liam, a shy boy in her music class.
He was terrified of performing his trumpet solo. That afternoon, Aria sat with him in the band
room and encouraged him to practice with her. After a few sessions, Liam smiled for the first time
in weeks.
Later that week, she heard Ms. Patel, her teacher, thinking about how exhausted she felt trying to
prepare the holiday event alone. Aria quietly gathered volunteers and surprised Ms. Patel with a
decorated classroom and a list of helpers ready to lighten her load.
Every time Aria helped someone, the snowflake charm glowed a little brighter, pulsing like a tiny
heartbeat.
On Christmas Eve, as she walked through town, she heard the softest whisper yet. It was her
neighbor’s young daughter, Isla, wishing her mother would stop working long hours so they could
spend time together. Aria knocked on their door and offered to help Isla make handmade holiday
cards. When Isla’s mother saw the two of them laughing together, she put away her work and
joined them.
That night, as Aria walked home, the charm shone so brightly that it cast small sparkling
reflections on the snow. Then, gently, it dissolved into a swirl of silver flakes and disappeared.
Aria smiled. She no longer needed the charm. She had learned that compassion didn’t come from
magic—it came from choosing to notice others and listen with her heart. And this Christmas,
kindness had spread through the whole town like falling snow.
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1-What made this December feel different to Aria compared to other years?

2-How did Aria discover that the snowflake charm was magical?

3-Describe one way Aria used the charm to help someone.

4-Why did the charm glow brighter each time Aria helped someone?

5-What important lesson did Aria learn when the charm disappeared?
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 Five Multiple-Choice Questions:

 1. What was unusual about the snowflake charm Aria found?
 A. It made snow fall faster
 B. It let her hear people’s hidden worries
 C. It worked as a compass
 D. It changed the weather

 2. Who was the first person Aria helped after discovering the charm’s power?
 A. Ms. Patel
 B. Isla
 C. Liam, the shy trumpet player
 D. Her neighbor

 3. How did Aria help her teacher, Ms. Patel?
 A. She gave her a gift
 B. She organized volunteers to help with the holiday event
 C. She cleaned the classroom alone
 D. She wrote a letter to the principal

 4. What happened to the charm on Christmas Eve?
 A. It broke in half
 B. It disappeared into sparkling flakes
 C. It turned into a real snowflake
 D. It became a necklace

 5. What message does the story show about compassion?
 A. Compassion requires magical objects
 B. Compassion is only for special occasions
 C. Compassion comes from choosing to notice and care for others
 D. Compassion is easy and never requires effort
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 Answer Key

Open-Ended Answers (Sample Responses)

1-What made this December feel different to Aria compared to other years?
 The school and town felt busy, stressed, and people seemed too distracted to notice or care for each other.

2-How did Aria discover that the snowflake charm was magical?
 When she picked it up, she could hear the hidden worries and fears of people around her.

3-Describe one way Aria used the charm to help someone.
 She helped Liam practice his trumpet so he could feel confident, or she helped Ms. Patel by organizing
volunteers for the holiday event, or helped Isla and her mother spend time together.

4-Why did the charm glow brighter each time Aria helped someone?
 The charm reflected the acts of kindness she performed; each good deed made it shine brighter.

5-What important lesson did Aria learn when the charm disappeared?
 That compassion comes from noticing and helping others with your heart—it doesn’t need magic.

Multiple-Choice Answers
B — It let her hear people’s hidden worries
C — Liam, the shy trumpet player
B — She organized volunteers to help with the holiday event
B — It disappeared into sparkling flakes
C — Compassion comes from choosing to notice and care for others
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