
Every December, the town of Willow Creek prepared for a special tradition. In the center of the snowy town
square stood an ancient lantern known as the Magic Lantern of Kindness. Legend said that the lantern
glowed brighter each time someone performed an act of kindness during the holiday season. By Christmas
Eve, it usually shone like a small star.
But this year was different.
Twelve-year-old Clara walked through the square with her two best friends, Mateo and Lila. Usually the
lantern burned warm and golden, but today it flickered weakly, barely glowing at all. People passing by
whispered worriedly. Some said the lantern was broken. Others feared the spirit of Christmas was fading.
Clara stared at the dim lantern. “Something’s wrong,” she said quietly. “What if kindness in our town is
disappearing?”
 Mateo shook his head. “No way. Maybe we just have to help bring it back.”
 Lila nodded. “Let’s try.”
The three friends made a plan. Every day until Christmas Eve, they would find someone to help. Their first
chance came quickly. An elderly man struggled to carry heavy bags of groceries across an icy sidewalk. Clara
hurried over and offered a hand. Mateo grabbed the second bag, and Lila cleared a safe path. The man smiled
warmly. “Thank you, kids. You brightened my day.”
That night, something amazing happened. As the town slept, the lantern glowed a little stronger.
The next day, the friends helped a lonely student who sat alone at lunch, inviting him to join them. On
Wednesday, they shoveled snow from a neighbor’s walkway. On Thursday, they baked cookies for the fire
station. Each time they returned to the square, the lantern shone brighter than before.
Finally, Christmas Eve arrived. The lantern flickered, glowing brighter than it had in years—but still not at full
strength. The friends wondered if they had missed something. Then they noticed a small girl crying near the
fountain. She had lost her favorite mitten, a handmade gift from her grandmother.
Without hesitation, Lila offered her own warm pair of mittens, even though the night was freezing. The girl’s
face brightened instantly.
 “Are you sure?” she asked.
 “Of course,” Lila said. “Everyone deserves to feel warm tonight.”
At that moment, the lantern burst into brilliant light—so bright that people rushed into the square to see it.
The entire town glowed with warm gold, and the snow sparkled like diamonds. The mayor declared it the
brightest the lantern had ever been.
Clara smiled at her friends. They realized something important: the lantern didn’t run on magic alone. It ran on
the kindness people shared, big or small. And anyone—especially kids—could help keep the spirit of Christmas
alive.
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Questions:

1-Why was the Magic Lantern of Kindness glowing weakly at the beginning of the story?

2-What was the plan Clara, Mateo, and Lila created to help the lantern?

3-Describe one act of kindness the friends did and explain why it helped.

4-Why was Lila giving her mittens to the little girl especially meaningful?

5-What important lesson did the friends learn about the true source of the lantern’s magic?
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 Multiple-Choice Questions:

 1. What was the main problem in the story?
 A. The town had no snow
 B. The lantern was glowing weakly
 C. The mayor took the lantern away
 D. The friends lost their Christmas gifts

 2. What was the first act of kindness the friends performed?
 A. Baking cookies
 B. Helping a lonely student
 C. Helping an elderly man carry groceries
 D. Giving away mittens

 3. How did the lantern react when acts of kindness were done?
 A. It changed colors
 B. It glowed brighter
 C. It played music
 D. It grew taller

 4. Why did the friends think they might have missed something on Christmas Eve?
 A. The lantern had disappeared
 B. It still wasn’t glowing at full strength
 C. They forgot to decorate the square
 D. They didn’t finish their chores

 5. What made the lantern shine its brightest?
 A. Lila giving her mittens to the little girl
 B. Clara fixing the lantern
 C. Snow falling faster
 D. The mayor turning on the lights
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Answer Key
Open-Ended Answers (Sample Responses)
1-Why was the Magic Lantern of Kindness glowing weakly?
 Because not enough acts of kindness were being done in the town, so the lantern’s magic
was fading.
2-What was the friends’ plan to help the lantern?
 They decided to do at least one kind act every day until Christmas Eve to bring back the
lantern’s light.
3-Describe one act of kindness the friends did.
 They helped an elderly man carry groceries, invited a lonely student to lunch, shoveled snow,
or baked cookies—any of these helped because kindness made the lantern glow brighter.
4-Why was Lila giving her mittens meaningful?
 It was freezing outside, and she gave something she needed to help someone else feel warm
—showing true compassion.
5-What lesson did the friends learn?
 That the lantern’s magic came from people’s kindness and generosity, not from the lantern
itself.
Multiple-Choice Answers:
B — The lantern was glowing weakly
C — Helping an elderly man carry groceries
B — It glowed brighter
B — It still wasn’t glowing at full strength
A — Lila giving her mittens to the little girl
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