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Name: What is Pollution ? Date:

Pollution is one of the biggest problems facing the world today. It happens when harmful
substances enter the environment, making the air, water, and land unsafe for humans,
animals, and plants. Pollution is caused by human activities, but natural events like volcanic
eruptions or forest fires can also play a part. However, most of the pollution we face today
comes from cities, industries, and vehicles. If pollution is not controlled, it can cause serious
health problems, harm wildlife, and even change the climate.

There are several types of pollution, each affecting the environment in different ways. Air
pollution is caused by smoke, gases, and tiny particles released into the atmosphere.
Factories, cars, buses, and power plants release chemicals such as carbon monoxide, sulfur
dioxide, and nitrogen oxides. When people burn garbage or use old vehicles, more harmful
gases enter the air. Air pollution can cause breathing problems, allergies, asthma, and even
serious heart and lung diseases. It also contributes to global warming by trapping heat in the
atmosphere.

Water pollution is another serious problem. Rivers, lakes, and oceans are polluted when
harmful substances are thrown into them. Factories often release chemicals, oil, and waste
into water bodies. People sometimes throw garbage, plastic, and harmful cleaning products
into rivers and streams. Pesticides and fertilizers from farms can also enter water bodies and
kill fish and other aquatic life. Water pollution makes it unsafe to drink water and can spread
diseases like cholera, diarrhea, and typhoid. It also harms the animals that depend on clean
water for survival.

Land pollution occurs when humans do not take care of the land properly. Garbage, plastic,
chemicals, and other wastes are often thrown on the ground or buried incorrectly. This not
only makes the land look dirty but also harms plants, animals, and humans. Toxic substances
from landfills can seep into the soil and water, making the land unusable for farming. Burning
waste can release dangerous gases into the air. Plastic pollution is especially harmful because
it does not decompose easily and can last for hundreds of years. Animals can mistake plastic
for food, which can kill them.

Noise pollution is another type of pollution that is often overlooked. It happens when loud
sounds from traffic, factories, construction sites, or loudspeakers disturb the environment.
Noise pollution can cause stress, hearing problems, and sleep disturbances for humans. It can
also affect animals, making it difficult for them to communicate, hunt, or navigate.
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Pollution is a serious problem, but it is not impossible to control. Everyone can play a role in
reducing pollution and protecting the environment. Governments, industries, and
individuals all have responsibilities.

Air pollution can be reduced in several ways. People can use public transport, ride bicycles,
or walk instead of using private cars. Using electric vehicles instead of petrol or diesel cars
also reduces harmful emissions. Factories must follow strict rules about releasing gases and
smoke into the air. Planting more trees is very helpful because trees absorb carbon dioxide
and release oxygen, cleaning the air naturally. Even simple actions like turning off lights and
electrical appliances when not needed can reduce pollution indirectly by lowering the
demand for electricity.

Reducing water pollution requires careful planning and action. Factories should treat their
waste before releasing it into rivers and lakes. People should avoid throwing garbage,
chemicals, or plastic into water bodies. Farmers can use natural fertilizers and pesticides
instead of harmful chemicals. Communities can organize cleaning campaigns to remove
plastic and waste from rivers, lakes, and beaches. Water conservation is also important, as
clean water is a precious resource, and wasting water can increase pollution and scarcity
problems.

Land pollution can be controlled through proper waste management. People should avoid
littering and always dispose of garbage in dustbins. Recycling is very important to reduce
plastic and other waste. Items like paper, glass, and plastic can be reused instead of being
thrown away. Composting organic waste like vegetable peels and garden waste can reduce
the amount of garbage in landfills. People should also avoid using harmful chemicals in
farming or at home, as these can seep into the soil and cause long-term damage.

Noise pollution can also be reduced. People can use noise barriers near highways and
industries. Traffic should be controlled to prevent honking and loud vehicle engines.
Factories should follow rules to limit noise levels. Communities can plant trees along roads
to absorb sound and create quieter environments. Simple actions like reducing the volume
of music and avoiding unnecessary loudspeakers can also help.
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Every person has the power to make a difference. Simple actions, when done by many
people, can lead to significant changes. For example, if everyone uses reusable bags
instead of plastic, less plastic will end up in rivers, oceans, and landfills. If students plant
trees around their schools or neighborhoods, the air will become cleaner. If people reduce
waste and recycle, the land will remain healthy and productive. Even small actions like
picking up trash from the streets or avoiding burning leaves can help reduce pollution.

Education is also very important in the fight against pollution. Children and adults should
be taught about the harmful effects of pollution and how they can help. Schools can
organize awareness campaigns, tree-planting programs, and community cleaning drives.
Media can spread information about pollution problems and solutions. Governments can
enforce stricter laws, provide recycling facilities, and encourage industries to adopt
environmentally friendly practices.

Pollution is not only a local problem but also a global one. Air pollution from one country
can affect neighboring countries. Water pollution in a river can travel downstream and
affect communities far away. Climate change caused by pollution affects the entire planet,
causing floods, droughts, heatwaves, and rising sea levels. This is why international
cooperation is important. Countries need to work together to reduce pollution, share
technology, and protect the Earth for future generations.

In conclusion, pollution is a serious issue that affects the air we breathe, the water we
drink, the land we live on, and the overall health of our planet. It can cause disease, harm
animals, damage ecosystems, and change the climate. But there is hope. Through
collective effort, education, and responsible behavior, pollution can be controlled.
Everyone, from governments and industries to students and families, can play a part in
making the world cleaner, healthier, and safer. By taking small steps every day, we can
ensure that the Earth remains a beautiful and sustainable home for generations to come
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Name:

What is Pollution ?

1-What are the main types of pollution mentioned in the passage?

2-How does air pollution affect human health?

3-Name one way people can reduce water pollution.

4-Why is recycling important for reducing land pollution?

5-How can planting trees help the environment?

6-Give one example of noise pollution.

7-Why is education important in reducing pollution?
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What is Pollution ?

8-How can international cooperation help reduce pollution?

9-What is the main cause of most pollution today?

10-Give two small actions individuals can take to reduce pollution.
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Choose the best answer:

Which of the following is a cause of air pollution?
a) Planting trees

b) Riding a bicycle

¢) Factory smoke

d) Cleaning rivers

Water pollution can:

a) Make water unsafe to drink
b) Improve fish life

¢) Clean the ocean naturally
d) Reduce diseases

Land pollution occurs mainly because of:
a) Air emissions

b) Throwing garbage improperly

¢) Planting crops

d) Drinking water

Which of the following helps reduce pollution?
a) Using more plastic

b) Recycling waste

¢) Cutting down trees

d) Ignoring trash

Noise pollution can cause:
a) Stress and hearing problems
b) Cleaner air
¢) Safer streets
d) More trees
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