Diwali, also known as the Festival of Lights, is one of the most important and
widely celebrated festivals in India and among Hindu communities around the
world. Diwali usually takes place in October or November and lasts for five
days, with each day having its own significance and rituals.

The festival marks the triumph of light over darkness and good over evil. People
decorate their homes with colorful rangoli patterns and light oil lamps called
diyas to symbolize the victory of light. Fireworks and firecrackers are also a
common part of Diwali celebrations, adding to the festive atmosphere.

On the third day of Diwali, known as Diwali proper, families come together for a
special puja (prayer) to worship Goddess Lakshmi, the goddess of wealth and
prosperity. It is believed that Goddess Lakshmi visits home so this day blesses
them with prosperity and good fortune.

In addition to the religious aspect, Diwali is also a time for joy and togetherness.
Families and friends exchange gifts, share delicious sweets and snacks, and
enjoy festive meals. It is a time for forgiveness, reconciliation, and new

beginnings, fostering a spirit of unity and love among people.

Overall, Diwali is a beautiful and significant festival that brings happiness, light,
and blessings to homes and hearts. It is a time of celebration, gratitude, and

spreading joy to others, making it a truly magical and cherished occasion.
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1.What is Diwali, and why is it celebrated?

2.When does Diwali usually take place, and how long does the celebration last?

)
\_ 4

3.What do people do to decorate their homes during Diwali?

4. Who is Goddess Lakshmi, and why is she worshiped during Diwali?

5.Besides the religious aspect, what are some other ways people celebrate Diwali and

spread joy during the festival?
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